
Examples of First Grade 
Word Problems

+
Addition

6 bunnies sat on the grass. 
Some more bunnies hopped 
over. Then there were 14 
bunnies. How many bunnies 
hopped over?

-
Subtraction

14 bunnies were sitting on 
the grass. Some bunnies 
hopped away. Then there 
were 5 bunnies. How many 
bunnies hopped away?

Comparison

Lucy has 12 apples. Julie has 9 
apples. How many more 
apples does Lucy have than 
Julie?
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A glimpse of what first graders will be learning in 
mathematics (these are the MAJOR focus areas):

• Develop strategies for adding and subtracting whole 
numbers based on their work in kindergarten with 
small numbers.

• Model addition and subtraction strategies such as 
add-to, take-from and put-together, take apart with 
objects and length based models, and compare 
situations to understand the operations of addition 
and subtraction.

• Understand the connection between counting and 
addition and subtraction.

• Use properties of addition to add whole numbers 
and to create and use strategies to solve problems 
within 20.  Students do not need to use the names of  
the properties at this point.

• Build their understanding of the relationship between 
addition and subtraction.

• Use efficient and accurate methods to add within 
100 and subtract multiples of ten.

• Be able to compare numbers and solve problems 
using that comparison.

• Understand whole numbers between 10 and 100 as 
tens and ones, especially recognizing numbers 
between 11 and 19 as a ten and some ones.

• Understand the meaning of measurement.

• Know and use methods of measurement, such as 
comparing objects to estimate their size.

• Measure the length of an object using smaller objects 
of equal size lying end to end with no overlaps or 
gaps.

• Be able to compose and decompose shapes.

• Build their understanding of part-whole relationships 
through composing and decomposing shapes.

• Recognize newly composed shapes from different 
orientations and perspectives.

• Describe the shapes geometrically.

• Determine how the shapes are alike and different.



You are an important part of your 
child’s education. Here are some ways 
you can help.

HELPING YOUR CHILD LEARN OUTSIDE OF 
SCHOOL!

• Look for “word problems” in real life. For example, 
if you open a carton of eggs and take out seven, 
ask, “How many are left in the carton?”

• Play math games with your child. For example, “I’m 
thinking of a number. When I add five to it, I get 11. 
What is the number?”

•Encourage your child to read and write 
numbers in different ways.  For example, what 

are some ways that you can make the number 15? 
15 can be 10+5, 7+8, 20-5, or 5+5+5.

• Have your child create story problems to represent 
addition, subtraction, and comparisons.  For 
example, “i have seven pennies.  My brother has five 
pennies.  How many pennies does he need to have the 
same number as I have? He needs two more pennies.”

•Encourage your child to stick 
with it whenever a problem 
seems difficult.  This will help 
your child see that everyone 
can learn math.

•Praise your child when he or 
she makes an effort and share in 
the excitement when he or she 
solves a problem or 
understands something for the 
first time.

PARTNERING WITH YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER !

Ask the teacher questions like: Is my child at the level 
where he/she should be at this point of the school 
year?  Where is my child excelling?  What do you 
think is giving my child the most trouble?  How can I 
help my child improve in this area?  What can I do to 
help my child with upcoming work?

Our schools are working to improve teaching and 
learning so that all children will graduate high school with 
the skills they need to be successful.  In mathematics, this 
means three major changes.  Teachers will concentrate on 
teaching a more focused set of major math concepts and 
skills.  This will allow students time to master important 
ideas and skills in a more organized way throughout the 

year and from one grade to 
the next.  It will also call for 
teachers to use rich and 
challenging math content 
and to engage students in 
solving real-world problems 
in order to inspire greater 
interest in mathematics. 
	
 	
 	
            

Some changes you may notice include:

• Fewer papers coming home on a daily basis;

• More hands-on and problem-based learning;

• A wider variety of problem-solving strategies (not only 
the traditional strategy);

• Developing an understanding of how and why math 
works;

• Fridays are not set aside for assessments.

Tell me, I’ll forget
Show me, I’ll remember 
Involve me, I’ll understand.
 

—	
Chinese Proverb
	


WE NEED YOU!


